Lymphangitic spread of hepatocellular carcinoma.
Pulmonary lymphangitic carcinomatosis is a well-documented phenomenon caused by spread of carcinoma to the pulmonary vasculature and lymphatics, often resulting in respiratory failure and cor pulmonale. It has been described in numerous types of carcinoma, most commonly occurring with carcinomas of the breast and stomach and with choriocarcinoma. We report the case of a patient who presented with increasing shortness of breath and dyspnea on exertion. Autopsy findings revealed diffuse pulmonary vascular spread of a hepatocellular carcinoma to the lungs. To our knowledge, this is the first reported case of lymphangitic spread of a hepatocellular carcinoma causing respiratory compromise (lymphangitic carcinomatosis).